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ﬁ . SUYJICT: Operaticntl dqeport-fenzir= Tonpned (DS CARG-6u) for Juart axly »
Feriod nding 39 Jenu-ry 1243

- S.OUION 1:  Significant Crpanization v Unit .ctivities
B ,/.

a. The 5808th .ngincer Brttalicn (Corbat) (Army) is orpanized
under TOE 5-35L with a Headouarters and Headouarters Compony and four
combat engincer iine eompanius., In addition the 362d ngineer Company (L..)
is attachcd to this headquarters for all purposes.

b, Ime attalion {minus) is located at Tay Ninh Base Camp, 0Vl
(XT143518). Compary C is located at Dau Tieng, RV (XTA954L75).

c. The battalion is apgenis to the 79%h Rogincer Group vhich hns
headquarters ~t Long Binh.

d. 4z utttolion is under the operational contrel of IT Fiela force
~nd is assigned cporationnl support missions by that headgquarters.

€, During the period 8 December 1967 to 24 February 1968 the bat-
talion was placed in direct support of the 25th Infantry Division for
participation in Operation 7ellowstone,

f, The 104th Lngineer Company (Dump Truck) was placed in direct
surport of the bottclion during the period23 November 1967 to 14 February
: 1968, This assignment was made sc as to increasc the Fattalion haul capar
E bility on Operation Yellowstone,

ge Unc platoor of the 530bh hngineer Cumpany (Pancl Oridge) was
placed in direct suprort of the battrlion from 6 to 11 December 1967 for the
9 purpose of installing an 80 foot D3 Bailcy Bridge vic Katum (XT33v895) in
: suprort of Opcration Yellowsteone,

2o COMELND

/ a. The 588th Fngineer Pattalion was cormanded by LTC Frederick G.
Rockwell Jr. throughout this quarter, SGh Ldward J. Kirby served as sevgosnt
major.

b, Other personncl assignnents:

£ OSN N MG . LRICD

3 ; Bn X0 M.J Fill D. Cotton 1 ilov = 31 Jan

3 €0, HHC 1LT Hal B, Matthicsen { Hov ~ 31 Jan

# 11T /ndrcw C. Lattu - 31 Jan

B

,:r 2. k)

b
1
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7BB-3 15 Fcbruary 1968 b -
SURG..CT: Operntionrl Report—i.ztons Le~rned (RCS-LSFCR-A5) for the "uarterly :
Jeriod Jnding 30 Tu oo 064

“0sN e r 1I0D

cC, Co .\ Ci'T ..ndrew B, Seidel 1 Kov - 31 Jan

CJ, Co B CPT John T, Hardy, Jr. 1 Nov

31 Jan

v, 0 G ' John C, "histl - vroev - 00 uon
¢*"™ Charles Fortzsr - Iy Jan - 21 Ten

O, Co O CI'T Larry M. Pigue 1 Wov = 31 Jan L
0, 7024 ingy So CI'T David G, Yelsc I ey = 29 dan

3. PEowi il ADLINISTRATIUN, IGRALE /MD DISCTPLIN:

a, The battnlion had an average overall strength of 95 during the
quarter. lessvs [or tho next three months follow:s TFebruary - 05; linrech -
1135 Lpri. -+ 111, It i3 anticipated that these wvacancies will he filled as
they occur and that the ovecall strength level will remin above 908 through-
out the next quarter. 3

s The ~uthoriued cftir.y strength 1s 44 commissioned and 4
warrant officers., The average nssigned officer strength was 44 cormcissioned
and 4 warrant officurs.

%, During this quarter the battalicn has been bosed in Liur
lecaticns,tnree of which werc ficld lecrtions, Routdime adndnlotration was
difficult for a short while until regular transportatiun patterns and cormun-
ications could be established, Communications with the 791h .ngineer Group
hns becn difficult. Telephone scrvice has beeome intermittant and large
aciinistrative traffic on the radio interferes with oper-tional craffic. 4
courier Irem Headquarters Company flys to and from:Long Binh daily to insure
that proper distribution is given to all correspondence,

de There were no general, 2 special, and no swmiary courts martial
convenied during the quartcr. Charges included zbscnce dthout leave,
disrespect towards na officer, disobeying an officer, insubordinnte conduct
towards non-cornmissioned officer, fraud, and possession and use of mard-
Juana. There were 57 infractions of various kinds for which punishment under
.rticle 15, UCHJ was administered, i

¢, The morale of the mun nssigned te the battalion has been high.
That, over 70 men have extended their fours to serve with the battalion during
the quarter is an indicntion af this

3.
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. FR=3 15 Tobrunry 1968

SUS .CT: G, aretingl Jicport— I ~ons Loarned (‘tS“LJEUA_és) for warterly
Period t1e L 30 Joaw .ot

Le INTZLILIG NC. b cOUll U0 1 2TIG LG

a, Intellisonce informntion wes roceived from the fellowing sources:
daily briefings by e 1st Rrigade, 25th Infantry Divisicn, with headquarters
at Tay Ninh; 25th Infrntry Intsuns and Purintreps, and sprot rovorts and
1ntclllgnnce summries from II Ficdd Force, UG . (F) ond "S;2Y7,  In addition
the nthalion recelves, r.ocularly, intel 1iizinee bu]]LLl w5 araathor comarics
and terrain studies, This intellisence infcimetion is Lo mchly ot ded by
the Intclligence Cfficer and is disuminated eos reguired Lo toe eopnerdes in
d~ily bilefings,

b. In,clligenre information originnting within th. \\u, Licno e
forwerded te 79th Jnginecr Group and to the 65th .npincor Tnt t-Tien e ~oe
the divisior-” enginccrs for the 25th Infantry "divis® .o

5. PLANS it TTON: . ND “TL.INZG

& Lase Coastimelion Support:

(1) .t the beginning of the quarter, a moratorium wos in cffect
on 2ll new construction at lay Ninh and Dau Tieng. Conscquently 10% of the
bott~lions effert wro zormili® «4 to orse consfruction. s of the beginning
of Décumber the vottalion w2 vlacow in direct suppoirt of the 25th Infantry
Division far Opcration Yellowstone; rcesulting in a roduction of the figure:
to 5% for the remainder of the querier,

SN
(@) Fay Wivh, oo, oren:

e Contemaant for 4,902 1w (U) £0-171DC-79, 74in
hﬂn_nc-x G‘\ERZ_ This prouknt prJv14ps for ~ bnsv camp for oper: tion oad is
us-d vy ‘zt Brigade; 25th Infantry Discion wnd supporiing organizations,
2¢ MUST Mospital (0D66-212DC-79): This project
prcvides for 20,640 square feot of scrvice buildings and quarters for
-Rerasgonel. and 6 700 .square- xards--of: -hardstrnds-upon-which -the yubberized,
inflatabie hospital buildings are placed.

9

o PNTOS B ST uA ﬂu] Feci .LL_/ \bIJ lk"L‘.L;’\)""T"]j):
This projuct provides for 2 cantonnent for 122 men of the 125th Signal Bn
and radic relsy facilities on the top of Mui Ba Den mountain,

Lo oter ¢l Fill Foints (CD75-203-01-T-75): This
project is to provide five potcblc waler fill points for the fYay ilinh base
camp.

be
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ety 15 February 1968
SUBJ..CT: Operational ftepori-Lussnns Lecrned (RCS-CSFOR~65) for Nuarterly
Foriod trding 31 Janunier 1968

5. IWC3 Site (CD 75-207-0L-T-PL):, This project
provides s_t¢ preparation and construction of access roads, parking areas
and all foundations and slabs rcquired for construction of electronics

equirment and power buildings for an integrated wide~band communications
syst.em,

6, 1st logistical Commsnd Facilities: Continuous
mrintenance and improvements was required on open storap . arcas for z)2
rlasses of supply ~nd the drainage in the ammunition supply point,

7« Rock Quarry and crushing operation, Nui Ba Den
(Cp 66-16=79): This facility was in operation during the entirc quarter.

(b) Dou Tieng, Vietnam area: Field cantonmoat forr
4,50 men (CD 12-203-01-7-6S): This project provides a base camp for the
3rd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division. .4s at Tay Ninh, much of the werk is
accomplished on o gelf-help basis.

A

fc) Sni Da, Yietnam area:

1. Field cantcrment for 182 men (CD51-206-01-T=77%):
This project provided a firc supnort base for the 2d Battalion, 32 irtillery

Gecup.  Prior to the end of tlic quarter this contonment was abandoned bv U,S,

forces cue to a movemunt to ore strategic areas,

2, Water Weil Fill }cints (CD51-205-01-T-1L.): This

preject provided the Soui Da fire support base with potable water until the
e~ntonment was abandoned,

(2) TIrogress: That made during thce quarter 1 November 1G47
to 3! January 1967 is indiented:

(a) Tay Ninh .irea:

Lo 4,092 dHan Cantonment:

fa) During the beginning of the quarter the
battalion completed the 2860 square fect of troop billets that had been
started helore the oomstrustion worstorium,

(b) 22,916 CY of laterite was hnuled to provide
hardstands and proper drainnge far temporary buildings (wabtoc) and parking

hardstands for incoming units., This also required the placement of 114 linear

faect of culvert,

5s
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15 February 1968

SURJ.CT: Operation-? iteport-iuss :ns Lenrned (I0G=C2R00-65 for Quartorly
Veriod i ing 31 Janun o 1063

2. 'ter Well Wi11 jeint - irior to Oporaticn

Yillowstone the first of five fill) puiﬂfg wes censtructed excepe for the

riping,

3. HUST Hespital: No work was done on this project

during this quartcer since the hospital is on an operaticnal status and the
rceanining requirements arce of a low nriorit;

ued on this
conpleted:

cauare foot
billuts and
air-lifting

Lo Jui By Den Signold Foeil.tv. Conosorietion contin-
project throughout the quarter, 7The fellowrss freliltics were
960 square foot nesshall, LOO s inre oot cemevator o0 .10

~rderly rcom/suprly, 232 square oot clvh, LA00 surs Dot of
the final 25% of a 20,000 gal water reservoir,  Tnls reconired
by CH-47 heli-zopter all constructicrn mabt vindls and ongine v

equijment €rom Tay Ninh to the top of the mountain for o total of 70 5 »tics

o 178 tons,

Tiils project was 75 complete as of 31 Jumunry 1963,

¢ DICS sitc: During the first month of tLis cuarter,

the foundation and slab -ms 1laid for the power building, the antenna base
and the fuel tank vad. ‘Three fucl tanks were thon set in place prior tc
Operation Yellowstone, lcaving the projeoct at 95% mnplete as of 21 Jomary

1’:/‘8.

6. 1ot Logistical Command Facilities: During the

past gquarter 5000 mecters of access roads have been graded and meintained,
vhich »cquired hauling 610 (7 of 1-tirite anl 45 CY 22 2" roek,

7. The 362d _nginecr Company (Lil) operated the

rock quarry and crushing site throushout the guarter, The total production
for the quarter wms 35,245 Y of 3"(-) rock an! 2,710 CY of 13"(-) rock.

(b) Dau Tieng arca:

1o 4500 Yan Cantonment: As in Tay Winh, durins the

first month of this quarter all construction that had buen started, befdre
the moratorium, was completed, The following facilities wire complet-:d
nrior to the beginning of Operation Yellowstone: 3600 squarce foct of

rreint, cnance

shed, 960 squire fout of adiministrative builiing, twe 127 water

towers anc 1920 square feot of troop billets, aftor completing these facili-
tics emphasis was ‘!irected toward JOC work and improvement of rweds in the

cantonment,

2. Jlater 'ell Fill Teints: Fricr to the beginning

of Opuraticn Ycllowstonc, all the concrcte for the first Fill point wts
placed leaving the entire projcct at 10% complete,

6
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EBB~3 15 February 1968
SUBJECT: Operationz). Report-Lussons Luarned (RCS-CSFOR-65) for ‘uarterly
Period Tmang 31 Januan-r 1948

(¢) Soui Da sarc. . Sondoncd):

1, 182 lan Cantonment: During the first month of
the quarter one 960 square foot hutmcnt was constructed,

2. lMater il¢ll Fill Point: Trior to Operction
Yellowstone a complete water well fill point was constructed, This con-
struction included a 12! watur tower, placement of a commercial water purifi-
cation unit, oconstruction of storage building and necessavy piping.

b, Lince of Communications Support:

(1) Summary: 4t the beginning of the juarter 45% of thc bat-
tailons effort was committed to lines of comrmunications support projects,
Onze Operation Yellowstone began the figure decreased to 355, During this
ovartor thic follocwing missions were assigned:

() Hairtain and upgrade to support ccmbetu operations the
following routes in the zone of the 25th Infantry Division: Nationel licate
QL-22; Intirprovincial Routes LTL-13, and LTL 26; Provincial Route TL-4 and
Ifilitary loutes 239, 243 and 246,

(b) Repair and maintain oute QL~22 betwecn Go Da Ha amd
Tay Ninh as required to keep Lhe ISR open,

(¢) Meintain Routes LTL~26 and 239 and remove bailey briage
on Routc 239 over Saigon River, after center pier had been sabeotaged,

(d) Issuc materials to ARWN cngirneers for construction of
three bridges on Route Q1-22,

(e) Open QL-22 from Tay Ninh to Thien Ngon at the begin-
ning of Operaticn Yellowstone to insert an element from this battalion in the
Thien Ngon area for opcrations.,

(f) Open and maintain TL-4 from Tey Ninh to Katum during
Oneration Ycllowstone as required to keep the MSR open for daily conveys,

(2) Evccution: Work accomplished during the querter is
indicated,

(a) Meintenance and upgrading in support of operations:

1e During the Opcration Yellowstone, Company C
cleared Route TL~4 of mines and repoired bad sections of the road from Tay

7.
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LBB-3 15 February 1968
SUBJLCT: Opurcational Report-Lessons Learnad (LGS-COFUR-65) for Juarterly
Period Gneing 31 Jenuarc- 1943

Ninh to Katum on the initial movement. “'orking in front of the convoy, they
made the road passable for morce than 300 vchicles, During the operation
Company C swept for umines and maintained the road from Xotum south to Prek
[lok and Company B was responsible for the ruoad bitweren iroek Klck and Tay
Ninh, During the quarter these two coempanies were rosponsible for rumoving
113 mines, and hauling 30,505 CY of laterite and 1,415 Y of 3"(-) rock in
their offert to keep the rond open, The 500th Fngr Co 15 constructed an 80!
Miley Bridge-nt XT333897 ~nd 'Ce C constructed - LO! Jop Wedidpe ot AT20Y34).
This opurntdon 193 net been terminated to date and the —o:dl is used dnily lor
convoys with traffle in excess of 300 vehicles per dny,

2. In preparation for Opiroticn ¥ lloestone covernl
blown culverts were filled in with a total of 145 (Y of 30(-) vock by Cone
pany [, on QL-22 between Tay Ninh and Trai Bi,

3, Trior to a brigale mevement fron Hatun te 2 loe-
ation st en route 246 it was necessary to construct a log ford in a streanm
vhere the ariginal bridge had been demolished. Cempeny € acconylished the
task and constructed a log bridge by-pass later for future usec,

L. Issuc of mterials to AV engincers for cen-
struction of threc bridges on Lionte QL-22: 71l coordination was made with
the USHILCV advisor for the 301st jiVN ingincer Battalion. Censtructi.n wos
underway at the beginning of the quarter with approximately 30% of the proj-
cct cumplete. By 8 January 1968 the project vas comploted,

(h) Main*enance and repair of LOC's:

1. noute 243 between omte TL=4 ont LTL-13:  During
this quarter a totel of 1382 CY of latcrite and 50 CY of 3"(-) ruck have
becn hauled to repair Wown culverts and upgrade the road, Two 40! culverts
were roplaced and 10 KM of road regraded,

2, Route 13 to Loc Ninh from Soul Da: 1095 CY of
latuerite and 500 CY of 3" (=) rock were hauled to fill croters and upgrade
rond and 2.9 Klf of road were regraded, Reme plows cleared 170,500 square
ncters of land on the sides of the rend, This is a clearing of approximately
50 neters on eithcr side of the road.

3. Goute QL-22 from Tay !inh to Go Da Ha: 245 CY of
laterite and 435 CY of 3"(—3 rock were hauléd to I‘L.;"UI‘ pot holes and to
renair several soft spots in the vicinity of Go Da Ha,

4. Route LTL-26 from Tay Hinh to itoute 239: 225 CY
of lateritc and 60 CY of 3"(-) rocl wure ruquired to fill eratcrs ond the
mpl:-r-cmunt of four 40! culverts tinat had been blovm,

8.
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kBB-~3 15 February 1968
SUBJ.CT: Operationnl iteport-Lussons Learnod (RCS-CSFOR-65) for Nuarterly
Feriod Inding 31 Jonuary 1968

5. ltoute 259 from Route LTL-26 to Dau Tieng: Buring
the previous quarter iteute 237 wns under wator in several large arcas,
6530 CY of latoritc and 75 CY of 3%(-) rock were used to raise ~nd upgrede
the road in the low areas and also to replacu several culverts which had
been blown,A 20! timber trestlc bridge vms constructed to replace a dry span
vhich had been used during the wet scason and after the 200! double single
bziley bridge aceross the Saigon river had been sabotaged, it was removed
in preparstion for utilizing the bridging on Operation Yellowstone,

c. Opcrztion Support:

(1) Swmary: Ls of 7 December 1967 this battalion and o'J

its attachments went in direct support of the 25th Infantry Division for the
duration of Operation Yellowstone, Company L, ¢lements of HHC, 580th Engi-
neer Battalion and 3624 Ingincer Co (LL) moved to Thien Ngon to construct a
Special Forces Camp and a C-123 airstrip at that location. Battalion head-
auarters, Co C, Co D and the remaining elements of HHC, 538th Ingineer “att-
alion and the 562d :ngincer Co (L) moved to Katum with 1st Brigade, 25th
Infantry Division also to build a specinl forces camp and restore the exis-

ing C0-130 strip. /s of 31 January 1968 the Katum airstrip was completed
and the Special Forces camp was 49% complete, As of the same date the Thien
ligon airstrip had not been started and the Special Forces camp was 35%
complete, Company B laagered at French Fort during most of the quarter and
as of the end of the quarter was still maintaining Rt TL-4 from Tay Ninh e
irek Klok, (2) sxecution:

(2) TIreparation for Opcration: In preparation for the
orcration, the 588th .nginecr Battalion (C)(4) was supplemented with the
"04th Ingineer Company DT to increase its haul capacity and onc platoon of
the 5000h ngincer Conpany PB to give it the capability to tactically bridge
a fap on the way to Katum. .ilso sufficient nirliftable engineer equipment
wos acquired to allow carly inserticn of Company D at Katum to bogin restor-
ation of the C-130 strip.

(b) Beginning of Opcration: On the morning of 7 Docember
1967 sumultaneously Covpany C oenveyed freom Dsu Tiéng ~nd Headqu-rtirs Con-
pany, pertiens of Co D an' 3624 fngineer C.upany (LE), one platoon cf the
500th ingircer Company I'B and one platoon of the 104th ingineer Company DT
convoyed from Tey Ninh to Bao Cao, on Route TL-4. it this location they
Joined security elcments from the 25th Infantry Division and laagered over—
nieht,

1. it 1330 hrs. on 7 December 1967, Company i con~
voyed from Tay Minh, north on Route QL-22, to Trai Bi and laagered for the
night,

9.
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LBB-3 15 February 1969
SURJLCT:  Opcratione) Report-Lessons Learned (RCS-USEFOL-65) for Quarterly
Period Ending 31 January 19638

2. On the norning of O Docember 1967 Jlenents of

Company D and the airtlghsportabli equipment were inserted into Katum by CH-47

sorties and CH-5, scrties.
o Hll units on TL~/4 ccntinue! north to Irek Klok
and units on QL-22 convoyed to Thien llgon,

L. (n 9 December 1967 the convoy on TL-4 jrocuded
north to Katun ond closed in at 1700 hrs the saue day,

5. On 12 December 1967 the Uirat {ixed wing alreraft
landed on the Katum airstrip.,  This marked the ¢ oplotion of a vory impor-
tant phasc of Operation Yellowstone,

6. During the carly doys of the oporetion a1l supplics

~rd cquipment were supplicd by fixed wing nircreaft orl (=47 sortics, Gicu
the rond was again opened convoys proceeded to sup:lv the operaticn ot o
te of one per day,

7. Thrcughout the entirce operntion Thien dipen has
been sup, lied entirely of CH-47 sorties and QL-22 hnas been a closed read,

8. Construction of both Speeinl Forces canp con-
sisted of the crection of a classic star shaped comiound capable of housing
both Special Forces personnel and CIDG personnel, s of 31 January 1968
5 ca., CIDG billets (15'x60!), 2 ea bath houses (10'x20'), 4 «a supply build-
ings (20'x24') and 2 ea S.F, billcts (20'x36!) had been compl ted for 49%,
.5 of the sane date the Jmmo bunker, all CING billets, 11 latvines, o110
CIDG musshalls and all S.F, billets were completed for 5%,

9. 411 read work in ocunjuncliun vrith the opeiation
hos bueen included in paragraph 5 under "Maintenance and upsrading in support
of operations",

d, Training:

(1) Zauipment uperators:  79th “acincer Group procurcs nllo-
caticns for personnel to attend vorious cperators courses given by units of
the US/, CV (P). tlen fron this unit attended for L-7i. dozer, prader, quorry
equipment ond vheeled trector anidl scraper during the quarter,

(2) Combat leaders Course: 25th ‘nfantry Division gives this
unit allocatiovns for the combat leaders course as they are available,

(3) Weapcns: wach cumpany conducts nonthly classes in oper—
ation and care of all TO&D weapons. 3afcty is enmvhasized, Jttendance by
all personnel is mandatory,

10
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I"BB~3 15 February 1968
SUBJLCT: Operntionnl Report-Lussons Learned (RCS-CSFOR-65) for Quarterly
Feriod nding 31 Jonuary 1963

6. LOGISTICS b

a. 11 elasscs of supply incluling construction materials aré
requisiticnid through the 228th Supply and Service Company at Tay Ninh,
3lls of Ii+terials for liCu projects are arproved by 79th .ngineer Group
before issue,

b, ‘hile on Operation Yellowstone the 228th Suiply and Scrvice
Company cpcned Class I,I1I and V yards at liatum,

¢. The battalion surgeon and aidmen maintaincd an aid station at
Tay Winh during the quarter. During Operation Yellowstone the surgeon and
ricdics moved to the field to provide medical support. Scparated compunius
or slenents have had medics attached while on the operation or away from
hcadquarters, Medical cases which cannot be handled by battalion nedical -
pcrsonnel arc roeferred to the MUST Hospital at Tay Ninh or the 3rd Brigade,
25Lh Infantry Division dispensary at Dau Ticeng.

7., Force Development: None

8. Command Minngement

a. Jrojects and nissions assigmed to 588th Ingineer Bettaliin are
overseen by the S-3 Officur. Both the S-2 and the S-3 secticons operate
together to plen and nanage projects and missions. «cgquirment rescurces or
organic and attached cenpanics are allocated on a daily basis to insure
efficient utilization.

(1) Dasc develoyment planning: Folicy was established by a
basce develeprnent planning board answering to the commander @f the major unit
housed, This headquarters impleamented the policy within the framework of
MCA project directives, Hanagement of projects in progress constructed cn a
s¢lf holp basis such as trocp billets is further implemented by strict
control of matcrials issue. 'Hthin puidelines of project directives and base
plans, units arc issued matorinls for these projects., To insure that the
various requirements are mct, no matorials are issued until an accepted area
plan is completed, 4n engincer NCO supervises construction,

(2) irojects and nissions are monaged through daily oparations
mectings, Management indicators used as committing offort and cuntrolling
progresa include daily troep disposition reports, weckly and monthly cons-—
truction progress reports, and equipnent deadline reports.

b. Indigenous personnel;s Hire of Vietnamese 1s through a battalion
civilian personnel officer., The executive officer of Headquarters Cempany
handles this as an ¢xtra duty,

e
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nBB-3 15 Februrry 1968
SUNJ.LCT:  Cperaticnal Weport-Lessons Learncd (305-C5FCR-05) for Muarturly
leriod rnding 31 Junuary 1968

SICTICGN IT -~ Cormanders Obscrv-ticns and Rucoricndlations

1, Persornel:

a, Item: This battalion was notified, thot It would be required
te operate under the Mhdcdified Military Tay Vemcher Oystom".  This would
have required the movement of all finance persomnel and records frem Try Ninh

o b Flnence offlce on Cu Chi,

Discussicn: This weuld have resulteo b in the lose of mony man
hours in tronsiporting personncl, with financial pr 1o Lot fro U Chis

.JAso the convoy from Tay Ninh to Cu Chi requires tha's o1l Lniviuils carry
basic ficld couipment (i.c. weapon, steoel pot, cte.)  This woul! mowmn that

&R and PCS personncl who required financial advice ¢r assistanee vould be

forccd to return to Tay Minh beforc procceeding ot o0 conntey Loogeenre or

Lturn in ficld cquipment.

Solution: / letter was forwarded througsh channdds, staling
the problems thrt weuld develop if this nmove were accomplished, This battal-
iorfs firancial surport wins assuncd by the 10th Finance JSeetion, Cu Chig
however, bascd on the information furnished and the recormendaticns of
higher hcadquerters teo have this battalion scrviced by o finonco officer
loented in Tay Ninh, it wns decided that the fincncc records and porsonncd
would remain in the battalion,

b. Itum: SGIL.I for new arrivals to Vietnom

Discussi.n: The brttolicn finnne: sceti-n, hovine inspected
the records of new personnel arriving in the unit, discoevered thot many
were not carrying SGLI., On further investigation it was found th-t mony had
forgetten thnt it wns available ond wishe! to bopin a jolicy.

lecommendation: Recormend that o letter be riven to nll new
aerivals in a unit, explaining the importance of the insurance and informing
then that they still have the opportunity to buy the insurance,

c, Item: Notification of next of kin:

Discussitn: In several instnnces individunls upen being lightly
wounded el returned te duty or hosnitalized were contocted snd asked if
Hotice ¢f ilext of Kin wos still desired, In many enses they snid no,whereas
their signed statements requested that notificetion be mnde,

12,
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7833 15 Februnfy 1968
SUBJ«LT:  Oncraticnal liopart-Lessons Learned (5C3-CSFUR-65) for Quarterly
Teriod nding 31 January 1968

Obscrvation: IMony of the individucls invelved did not hrve a
E . concept of what was considered lightly wounded, . morc detalled c¢xplanation
is now given to incording pere nnnd as tce what is cinsidered a light wound,
This hnhs residted in o higher percentage of ncgative replys to notification
of next of kin.

2, Unerations:
e s gt e s et e
a. Item: TNome Plow GUperation

Discussion: %When clearing dense jungle with a ileme plow, the
cnb bepgins to swry after scveral hits by falling debris. Constant swaying
then weakens the members at the point of cemnecticn to the dozer and they
vventually break,

Obscrvation: 'hen the cab has bracing instnlled diagenally from
the vertical posts to the tep cross momber, the swaying is <liminated and the
cab remnins sceared tr the tractor., This simple measure greatly reduces the
chance of injury to the operator,

S e

b. Jtem: Iquipment for cantonment construction,

Discussiun: While involved in cantonment construction there
are many jobs that could be handled ecsily with a smaller piece of equlpment
than the clam shell, D=7 dozer, or frontlcader, Froviding smaller equipment
tu the battalion would releasc the hcovier items of equimment for acre suit-
ablc missions rcquiring their capabilities, -

e e sl e

T

it.commendations: .. small bucket loader (1% CY) with a back hoc
attachment would be adeguete for loading, backfilling and also digging small
items such as grense rits, sumps ~nd drainage ditches, This would leave
lorger picces of equipment such as crances and standard frontloaders to be
utilized on heavier work.

c. Item: D7L Dozer Operations in Laterite Pit

Discussicn: The ripper teeth on the D7L bull blade are not
holding up when used to looscn the hard pan laterite found in Tay Minh
Provincve, The trunion pins are bresking and ziso the ripper teeth, caps and ]
cap ping ~re failinge .

iiccommendation: There 1s a need for stronger trunion pins and
rip) er parts for the D7E dozer, The new hydiaulic rippar attachment does 4
expedite operations and also serves te conscrve bull blades, Recommend that '
additional ripper attachments be issued to engincer battalions in RVN,

13e
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1RR3 15 Februnry 1968
8UBJ. CT:  Cper-ticnel orcrt-Lessins Lesrned (10S-CSFRG-65) for Tunrterly
Teried Lnding 31 Jenucry 1569

d. Item: Dust central & mne Jetoetion,

Discussicn: It hrs been noticed tbat ‘tust on mojar convey routes
is not only a majur cunvoy control problem but ~lsc ennbles the VO to exsily
plant and camouflage mines,

Cbservation: By shocting the rond, nt the end of the work dny,
with Diesel/NC-3 mixture, convoys cn the folluwing dny are civen the benefit
of some dust control, Also the mine sweep team is ~idled in its visual minc
detecticon, Tiven if the asphalt sprender is used to only put lincs of asphrlt
mix on the road, any disturbance of the pattern is (-s5ily reecenizad -ndl very
Aifficult to camouflape during the nipht.

e. Item: l}ine Sweeping

Discussicn: This battalion has had extonsive oxperience in
sweeping roxds for mincs.

Obscrvations: The fcllowing obscrvations have been res)onsible
for efficient operation:

(1) Mine sweep teams th-t stay int~ct with the same aren of
responsibility soon "learn” their road and sweep time dcerenscs,

(2) Sccurity, is thc form of Infantry (cr .ngincer) foot troops
50-100 meters ahcad of the sweep tenm nnd 50 metors off the rond, provides
eorly warning apainst ambushes or command detonated explosives,

(3) 90% of all mines found were noar the «'ge of the rond,

(4) Mines were found often by visual mcans by ncticing: irrepu-
larities in the color or texture of the ground., COccasicnally the arca immed-
iately over the mine is swert with a brush, thereforc breaking the continuity
of wheel tracks,

3, Training:
Item: Mine familiarization,

Discussi.n: During the past querter several types of mines ~nd
detoenating devices h~ve been frequently fcunt,

Reccrmendaticn: That sweep teams be plven farnilisrizaticn classes
on commonly found explosive devices, Inclosurcs j#1 thru 48 are dinprans
and circumstances of devices foun by this b-tt-licn,

14
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i LEB-3 15 Fzhruary 1968
; . SUIJ:.CT:  Cperation~l Revort-Lessons Lecrned (1iCS—CSFur-65) for tuarterly
; Teriod Ynding 31 dooanory 1968

Le Intclldpence: HNone

S5e Lop istics: HNone

6, Maintensnce:

a. Problem: D7E major btreakdowns; cylinder head cracks, valve
burnups & gosket failures,

3 Discussion: During ruecnt months working in cxtreme dust and
heat we experlenced many majar breakdowns with cur D7.. dozers, .lmest all
deadlined vehicles were duc to operator handling, We found thot clogged
radiators and lack of lubrication; and improper handling of vehiclets eaused

the breckdowns,

P

2 Solution: Constant inspection and explanation of oper~ting
proeadurcs werc stressed. Few operators reslize the impertence of idling
their engine forr 3-5 minutes after operation, /ifter operating at 50,000 i,
it takes a while to bring the engine "back to carth", ZLubric-tion was
stressed once a week for everything, and a censtant cleaning of engine orec
and radiator of leaves, brush etc, and cleaning of air filter was o must.

b, Item: 5 Ton 465-1 Tnrine & Failures,

Discussion: During our dry, dusty seseon operation, we had 100%
morc cngine failures with the multifuel engines than in the previous 6
months, Most of the problem again lies with the drivers, But the multifuel

engine is o sinsitive nachine and expert care rmst be given to it.

: Solution; One «f the best answers has been supervised moter
’@ stables. /lso during operation a minimum of twec air filters per truck should
be kept for drily exch~nge. Continuoue cheel ot air filter 1s a must. Just

blowing tne filter clean is not enough, it shcould be washed in detergent

and water and shaken dry,

; kngine worm-up time (3-5 minutes) and idle time
(3-5 minutes) betore shut down prevents turbocharger failurejy a common gayse
of dcndlined equipment,

Finally, teaching and instructing drivers to drive by
thelr tachometer 1s a solution to kecping your engines in top shape, iew
operating RIM limlts from full load to empty load are 2630 - 2900 RPM,

ettt ke
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LBB-3 15 February 1968
SUBJLCT: Operationnl Report-Lessons Learned (i..5-CSFUR-65) for Quarterly
Period Fnding 31 dJanuary 1968

7. Safety:

Item: Firing llechanism Gencretor for Claymorc Mines

Discussion: After an accident that could well have been faotal, it
was found that about half of the hand generntors used to detonate Claymore
mines had a very dangerous characteristic.

Observation: .Jhen placing Claymore mines on the perimeter it is

customary to check the hand gencrator before connecting the wires. If the
plunger is pushed through 2 clicks, on relensing the hand grip the lever will
rcturn to its open position causing a double firing ~ction. However, if the
lever is depressed through only one d ick, it doas not w6turn when the hond
grip is released. “'hile in this position, if the gencrator is dropped or
Jarred in some manner, it can cause the lever to rcturn, thus creating current
and firing the mine if connected, Lven with the safety on, cnough ~uirent

can bz introduced to the cap to fire the mine,

8 Incl FR.DeRICK G, LROCKWLIL JR¢
1. Wood Plate AT Mine Activator LTC, Ci

2. Comb. of AT &Claymore Mines Commanding

3. Booby-Trapped 155mm Round

4, Mine from Mortar & Arty Shells

S5S. Box Type Wood AT Mine

6. Typical Home-Made AT Mine

7. Booby-Trapped RPG-2Round

8. Booby-Trapped Box Mine
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EGE-CO 1st Ind
SURJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned (RCS CSFOR - 63) for
Juarterly Period Ending 31 January 1968

Diny HE: D LARTERS, 79T ELGINEER GROUP, APO 96491, 22 February 196€&
TU: Cormmandinge General, 20tH lngineer Brigade, APO 96421

The Operational Report - Lessons Learned submitted by the 588th
Inpinecr Batiaiion has been reviewed and is considered adenuate,

.\_A[,l_k\r U
« |JUHN H. FLDER JR.

- Colonel, CE
Commanding

Copy Furnished:
CO, 5568th Engr Bn
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AVBI-0S (15 Feb 68) 2nd Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned (RCS CSFOR-65) for
Quarterly Period Ending 31 Jamuary 1968

DA, Headquarters, 20th Engineer Brigade, APO 96491 2 March 1968
TO: Commanding General, USAECV(P), ATTN: AVCC-P&O, APO 96491

1. PForwarded for your information and action IAW USARCV(P) Reg 1-19,
dated 15 April 1967.

2. This headquarters ooncurs with the ORLL submitted by the 588th
Engineer Battalion subject to the following commentss

g2+ Section II, para 2bt Concur, however, at this time the 1% cy
bucket loader is an item in short supply, required for forward areas
where only airmobile equipment can be utilized.

be Section II, para 6at Operatora must also be advised to check
redigtor water level frequently. Loss of water from the radiator has been
found to be the msjor cause of the maintensnce problems mentioned.

FOR THE CCMMANDER:

.. Q bl

CECIL D. CIARK
, Major, CE
Adjutent




AVCC-PEO (15 Feb 68) 3rd Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned (RCS CSFOR-65) for Quarterly

Period Ending 31 January 1966
HEAUQUARTERS, UKITED STATES AdlY ENGINEER Corcuu.D
vIarna (Prov), APO 96L91

? 15 MAR 1968

10: Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC-DoT,
APO 96375

The attached ORLL, sutmitted by the 566th Engineer Battalion (C), has
been reviewed by this headquarters and is considered adcuuatce eicept as
follows:

Ttem concerning equipment; section II, para 2b, page 13. These items
will be available in the Class IV Equipment Pools.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

”

/7
Ll prafond 10077«

: c B. BIRD
{{ Captain, AGC
Assistant Adjutant General
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AVHGC-DST (15 Feb 68) 4th Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned (KCS-CSFOR=65) for (uarterly
Period Ending 31 January 1968

HEAINUARTERS, US ARMY VIWTNAM, APO San Francisco 66375

TO: Commancer in Chief, United States Army, Pascific, ATTN: GFOr-DT, 20MAR 1968
APO 96558

1. This heacguarters has reviewed the Operationsl Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly perioc¢ ending 31 January 1968 from Headquarters, 588th Engi-
neer Battalion (C)(A) (WAOJAA) as indorsed.

2., Concur with report as indorsed. Report is considered acequate.

3. A copy of this indorsement will be fumished to the reporting unit
through channels.

FOR THE COMMANDER: M

CHARLES 4 BYRD
Major, ‘G

ABsis'unt «djytany General
Copy furnished:

HQ, USACEV (P)
HQ, 588th Engr Bn
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GPOP-DT (15 Feb 68) 5th Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 588th Engr Bn (Cbt)(Army) for
Period Fnding 31 January 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)
HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 3 ( MAR 1968
TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army ., Washington, D. C. 20310
This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse-
ments and concurs in the report as indorsed.
FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:
iat—
(VALY
C.L. SHORTT i
CPT, AGC
Asst AG ,
f
|
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: WOOD PLATE AT MINE ACTIVATOR
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t — " QUTS TN Wood plate,aprs

R ) — 11 0x5 "x5/8" )

[m, —— il

— 0 vcod block,
- aprrox 5"x) "x3/4"
4 AT Mine
Approx | N g
% 3/8" cut
E - s ]
9 Pressure Board - ° e
1 ‘ 1/16" cut

The above activating device with hame made round, molded AT mine with
. BLU 3/B bomblet was found on route TI~4 just north of Nui Ba Den mountain
1 (¥T2858) on 28 November 1967, Mine was found by visual obseryation (foot
prints and disturbed soil).

'E Placed on the home made mine and separated by two 1"x5"x3/4" blocks
1 vas a 11"x5" hardwood board. This board was precut on both ends and both

3 sldes for easier breaking as shown in sketch. By applving a pressure in

~% excess of 200 1lbs on the board, the board breaks thereby depressing the

3 detonator in BLU 3/B bomblet and exploding mine.

fé Numerous tyres «f cetivating boardse (or plates) hrve bwen found

E in the same general vicinity during the period 18 November through 10

. January 1968,

-

| This activating device (pressure board) is generally used with home
3 made mines,

1? Mine was wrapped in waterproofing plastic sheet.

..4 Incl #1 2 2
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On 26 lovember 1967 a 5 ton dump truck detonated a VC mine at XT284617
P on route #4 just north of Hui Ba Den mountain (XT2858). Based on close in- K
5 vestigation of the crater, truck and the immediate vicinity of the crater it
i was concluded that the VC had used a combination of Claymore mine and en AT

1 mine acvivated by a Clavmore hand detomator. The foregoing is baeed on the

J following findings:

a, Rubber safety and parts of Claymore hand detonstor were found in

the immediate vicinity of crater,
; b, Rim and underside of truck'’'s bed was peppered with numerous bLuck-shot
i type of holes,

% c. The resulting crater in road was too large for claymore mine explo$ior,
wﬁ; d. The road had been swept by mine detectors that morning and ncthing was
3

3

found at that location. Due to laterite fill, metal objects buried at depth
of 6 inches or more can not be detected by mine detectors.
3 e, Numerous 5 ton dump trucks had been using the same road that morning
[ until one truck with a heavy lad on its left side and traveling at high speed
3 detonated this mine which was buried in a pot hole, The truck!s left rear
- duals werc blown off. Resulting crater size: 43 £t diameter and 4 ftdeep,

! Incl #2
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The above booby-trapped 155mm round was found approximately 10 meters
off route j#, north of Nui Ba Den mountain on 29 November 1967.

in enlisted man detonated the blasting Eap only ly stepping on the
activator. The 155mm round was later destroyed in place.

The booby trap consisted of a bamboo activator as shown in sketch,
The activator was securely wrapped in plastic waterproofing material, By
corpressing the bamboo act{yator the two metal strips, located in the middle

of the activztor, close the electrical circuit thereby detonating the electrical
blasting cap in the 155mm fuse well,

The power source consisted of three U.S. BA-30, 1.5 volt batteries which
were carcfully wrapped in waterproofing plastic,

Several other 105mm and 155mm rounds have been found in the same general

vicinity using the same activating device during the period 18 November 1967
through 10 January 1968,

Inal #3 2 ,Z
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The above device was found on route 4 just north of Nui Ba Den
nmountain (XT2858) on 26 November 1947. The dcvice was found, recoverec and
munitions destroyed at later date,

The device consisted of one U.S. manufactured BLU 3/B bomblet which was
intended to act as activcting device by pressure applied to the covering
board; one U.S. manufactured 155mm round; one CHICO. manufactured 82mm

mortar round withcut fuse, and one CHICCl mammfactured 82mm mortar round
with fusc,

Incl #4 A
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Nuncrous wood case AT mines have been found on route #4 north of Nul Ba
Den mountain (XT2858) during the period 18 November 1967 through 10 January
1968, Size of mine slightly varies, but generally is 10"x10vx4', Different
type of activators have been found,. '

The mine shown in sketch was found on 16 December 1967 on route #4 at
XT284617 by visual observation. On routes containing laterite f1l11 this type
of nmine can not be detected by mine detectors. This mine consisted of
activator, power source and explosivé with electric blasting cap.

The activator was mide of a split, 13" diamcter, 18 inch long wcoden stick
which was tied at one end with wire, separated in the middle by a chunk of
laterite and, at the separated ends hod shcet metal contacts., The entire
activating device was wrapped in plastic waterproofing material,

The power source consisted of four “kagle Brand" (Saigon manufacture) 1.5
volt batteries kept in place by wood sticks and rubber bands.

The explosive consisted of a wood box with moulded demolition and
electric blasting cap.

Incl #5 26
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BLU 3/B fragmentation bomblet w/o fin
Dates of discovery: HNovember 1967 through Jonuary 1968
Location: On routes j/4 and #243 north of Nui Ba Den iMountain (IT2858)

Description: Round, approximately 12" diameter and 4" high, noulded,
home made mine with BLU 3/B bomblet as activator., Type of demoliticn used
is unknown. liine does not have an outer shell or casing and the moulded
demolition resembles rough concrete mixture. Several nines have been de-
tected visually (by surrounding fcotprints or disturbed soil). On routes
containing laterite fill this mine can not be detected by mine sweepers if
buried 6 inches bclow surface or deeper,

When these mines are blown in plece the resulting craters arc
6 to 8 £+ ddancter ~nl 3 #o L3 £t deep,

Mine is generally wrapgped in plastic water proofing matcrinl.
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Typical bamboo activating device

The above booby trapped rocket round (Scviet anti-tank grenade, model
RPG~2, CHICOM type 56, B=40) was found on route 4 at XT279614 Just north of
Nul Ba Den mountain on 8 January 1968.

The Leoby trap consisted of typical bamboo activating device, power source
of three 1,5 voii jJapanese manufacture batteries and the explosive, RPG-2 round.

There have been numerous this type of bamboo activating devices found durin
the period of 18 Nov 67 through 10 Jan 68 on route 4 in the vicinity of Nui Ba
Den mountain (XT2858).

Fach of the three components were carefully wrapped in plastic materials,
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The above booby trapped wood box mine was found off route #4 Just
north of Nui Be Den mountain (XT2858) on 24 November 1667. Mine was found bty
o rome plow doing jungle clearing along route 4. Mine was placed in dense
jungle undergrowth and its actual purpose is unknown., .. 1s assumad that the
nine is intended for Rome plows. If the 6 ft bamboo pole is pushed over by
the rome plow's blade the mine would be activated under the tracks of hody
of the plow. Due to unknown type of booby-trapping the mine wag blewm in
place. The wire loop is possibly intended to snag ground troops.
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